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Oneof thefirst stepsin devel oping or updating a pasture management plan isaninventory of resources.
Assistanceisavailablefrom thelocal Soil Conservation Serviceofficeto makethisinventory.

nventory Includes

Forageinventory. Thelocation, kinds, and amount of existing forageresourcesare noted. Amount is
measured in pounds per acre.

Sail type. Thevarioussoilsonthefarm are noted on the plan map. The combination of soil typeand climate
determinethe speciesof plantswhichwill grow best onthesite, aswell asthe potentia forage production.

Pastur econdition. Pasture condition comparesthe present plant community and forage productionto the
potential for thesite. An experienced conservationist can determineif enough desirable plantsremainto achieve
improved pasture condition through management. Even an areawhi ch hasbeen overgrazed may till have
enough of the desirable plants|eft to reestablish the stand. If there are not enough good plants, the areamay
need to be reseeded.

Fencelocations. Thelocation of existing fencesare mapped, aswell asthe potential locationsthat could
improve grazing distribution and livestock management. If fenced aleysare needed for livestock handling and
movement between pastures, these are also planned.

Water supply. Livestock need an adequate supply of clean water for optimum production. In addition, water
location hasan effect on grazing distribution. Providing water suppliesmay be necessary inorder toimplement a
good management plan.

Grazingdistribution patter ns. Thegrazing patternsare observed for each paddock to determineif livestock
areovergrazing someareas and under-using others. Achieving proper use of individual plantsand even grazing
distribution acrossthefield arecritica for maximum sustained forage production.

Erosion. Pasturethat hasalong history of overuse often hastrampled areas and exposed patches of bare soil.
It may need shaping and reseeding or some other kind of erosion control. Temporary fencing may aso be
needed to protect bare areas until vegetation isestablished.

L ocation of stream or ditches. Thelocation of streamsand ditchesare noted onthe map. They often are
natura locationsfor pasture cross-fences. Fencing streamsand ditchesout of thefield preventsyoung animals
fromfalingintothewater, restrictsanima accessto water which may carry contaminantsor parasites, and
improvesstream habitat for fishandwildlife.
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Brush and weed control. Invasion of brush or weeds not only reduces production of grassesand/or legumes,
but can al so affect grazing patterns. Problemswith brush and weeds only get worse unless control measuresare
taken Thekindsand location of brush or weeds areinventoried when devel oping amanagement plan.

L ocation of feeding ar eas. Isthelocation of existing areas causing problems such asovergrazing, manure
runoff into streamsand ditches, undesirable distribution of grazing, or erosion?A conservationist canassistin
determining moredesirablelocations.

Wildlifeand recreation potentials. Wildlife speciesare part of any operation. Aninventory determinesif
food, cover, and water are adequate for both domestic and wild animals. If they arenot, this could become part
of themanagement plan. Thepotentia for variouskindsof recreation could also beinventoried.

Summary

Before plans can be madeto improveor better utilize pasture, alivestock producer must know both what
resourcesareavailableand their condition. A detailed inventory of theitemslisted above can providethis
information.

Whereto Get Help

For moreinformation on pasture management, contact thelocal office of the U.S. Department of Agriculture's
Soil Conservation Service. SCS personnel providetechnical assistanceto landownersand operatorsthrough
locd conservationdigtricts.

All SCSprograms and services are offered on a non-discriminatory basis without regard to race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status, or handicap.
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