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Mud Management Figuring Out Footing Materials

FIGURING OUT FOOTING FOR HORSE PADDOCKS

Footing materid isuseful for winter paddocksand confinement areasor for high traffic areas such asgates
or watering points. The purposeof afooting material isto build up an areato keep your horse or animal up out of
themud. Intheprocessof doing so, you decrease the amount of mud being created and allow for surface water
to drain through— all good thingsfor the environment.

Whentogetit?

Thebest advise one can giveonfootingsfor paddocksisthis: get it inthe summer! Wood productssuch
ashogfud aremorereadily availablein the summer monthsbecause of alack of amarket for thematerial aspower
plant fuel. During the summerscontractorsare often looking for cost effective meansto get rid of sump grindings
whileburning bansare on (or in areaswhere burning isnever allowed). The other key reason for getting your
footing materia inthesummer isitwill beeasier and lesshectic getting ddliveriesinthedry months. Imagine
trying to guide abig truck through arutty pasture and down adippery hill inthe middle of adownpour —al the
while competing with the other customerswho aso waited until thelast minute!

What typesof footingsarethere?

Although there aremany productsthat can be used for footing materia stwo main typesarebeing usedin
the Northwest: gravel and hogfuel. Hogfuel, madefrom chipped ssumpsor branches, providesagood surfaceand
good environmental control aswell. Itiscalled“hogfuel” becauseoriginaly at the paper millstreeswererun
through asteam-powered machinecalled a“hog” or “hogger” which chipped the bark off the outside of thetrees.
Thischipped material wasthen used asfued torunthe“hog”, thu

Hogfue

Hogfud isvery useful asafootinginahorse paddock both for the horseand the environment. Thenaturd
composting process of thewood product contributesto the breakdown of the nitrogen inthe horse’surineand
manure. Thisprocesshel pskeepsharmful runoffsfrom being released into the environment. The same process
al so keepsthe confinement areafrom having any urine or ammoniasmel| often present in outdoor conf

Decomposing hogfuel

Sincehogfud isorganic, over timeit will decompose. What thismeansisthat every year you need to get
more— athough probably never asmuch asthefirst year’samount. 1t also meansthat after atimeyouwill end up
with abuild-up of fine, organic material, i.e. moremud. To deal withthis, every couple of yearsthisorganic
material need to beremoved, either by hand with ashovel or withtheaid of atractor and front loader (depending
ontheamount). Removethehighly decomposed finemateria during the dry monthsand add it to your compost
pileor garden. If you don’t, you will end up with moremud, Smilar to asituation wherethe manurein apaddock
isn't picked up—over timethereisabuild up of fineorganic material and eventually thisbecomesmud.
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Frechied!

Thereare severd free sourcesof hogfuel — power and phone companiestrimthetreesunder their linesas
dotreetrimming services. Thesecompaniesal need placesto dump their trimmings. You can either call themand
get ontheir waiting list or if you spot atruck inyour neighborhood, stop and talk withthem. Thesecompaniesare
often very anxiousto have afree, easy placeto dump their load of chips.

If you decideto get treetrimmings, be sureyour horsesdoesn’t eat the mold in green materia inthese chips.
If you think your horse might beinclined to* browse”, try to get the chips during the winter monthswhen there
aren’tasmuch greens. Either that, or usethe chipson areasthat the horsesaren’t confined to such aswa kways
or outside gates.

Also, keep your eyes open for developments near you where they might be grinding stumpsinstead of
burning. Theseplacesmight bewillingto give away thehogfuel for free or for areasonable price. They may even
load your pick-up - - just stop and talk to them.

Choosing hogfuel

If you are going to buy hogfuel, be sureto go and look at it first asthereisnow agreat variety in what
congtitutesashogfuel. Check onthesize, materia (typeof trees) and for foreign objects. Avoid any hogfuel made
from lumber, building materiasor mill endsasthismay contain metal, nailsor other foreign (and sharp) objects.
Thesizecanvary greatly aswell. Too small aproduct will decompose beforetheend of thewinter — too large
and that will makeit hard to pick up manure. If it'sreally largeit may be dangerousfor thehorseaswell. The
wood pieces should be soft and not splintery or like stakes. Hogfuel around the Northwest isusually madefrom
acombination of cedar, fir, pineand hemlock — any of which arefine. Cedar will last longer becauseof it's
natural ability torepel insectsand it also hasavery pleasant sent. However, it may hold abit more moisture than
other thetypesof wood products. A very small percentage of horsesmight beallergic (skin sensitivity) to cedar.
Totest thisbeforehand try abag of cedar shavings as bedding for aweek or so to see how your horse does.

Graved

Grave isanother important footing to consider especidly useful inthehighest traffic areas, such asinfront
of stalls, gatesand watering points. ft won’t break down like hogfuel doesand it drainswell. However, gravel is
roughly two to threetimesasexpensive ashogfuel, but done correctly, you shouldn’t haveto replaceit every year.

A combination of 1 1/4" minus crushed rock used asabase covered with 5/8" minusallowsfor drainage
but till allowsyou to pick up manureeasily. It isimportant to have the smaller size ontop. Horsesdon’'t mind
gtanding onthe5/8" szeand you can till pick up manure— thepiecesof gravel fall through thetinesof themanure
fork easily. With thelarger sizegravel, itisvery difficult to pick up the manure and horses are uncomfortable
gandingonit.
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A workable combination of footings might beto usethegravel asapadinfront of your horse'sstall or
shelter and then use hogfuel intheremainder of the paddock.

How deep?

A rule of thumbisto put down twice as much footing asyou have mudinthewinter. So, if you have3
inches of mud, you will want your footing at least 6inchesdeep. When using thetwo sizesof gravel, besureto
cover thebase (14’ minus) with at least threeinchesof thesmaller gravel (5/8" minus). Thisistobesurethelarger
gravel doesn’t work itsway through to thetop.

Other materials??

Therearelotsof possiblefooting materias, somemoreinteresting than others. Different kindsof sandare
oftenused. Whiletheseoftendrainwell, their danger liesinthe probability of horsesingesting sand withtheir feed
and colicking. Sand colicisvery commoninWestern Washington and dangerousaswell. Other possibilitiesfor
footing include bottom ash, pit run, and man-made materials. Some considerationsin choosing afootinginclude:
will it beasuitable, safesurfacefor my horseto run, ssand andlieon? Can| easily pick themanurefrom thefooting
materia? Will thefooting material contaminate my compost pileinany way? What isthe cost and availability?

Good luck and here' sto amudlesswinter for you and your horses!

AlayneBlickle

ProgramDirector
Horses for Clean Water
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