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What is the Right Waste
Disposal Option for You?

1) On Site: Compost and Spread-
* Separate enterprise (time, space,
equipment)
* Need Pasture (approx. 2 acres per
1000 Ibs. animal)

2) Container- Thisoptionisusually
best for larger stable operations
(over 15- 1000 Ibs. animals)

3) Dump Truck- If you have accessto
atruck, this can be agood option.

4) Trailer- Thisisbest for small
operations (lessthan ten animals)

5) Give-away- Best for small operations
near urban areas. Location and
advertising are critical for success.

June 2002

How to handlethisimportant responsibility
inan increasingly urbanized community

Thelssue: Asownersof horsesand other farm animalsfind themselves
onincreasngly small piecesof acreageintoday’ shighly urbanized society,
the question of how to deal with the waste that the animal s produce becomes
anincreasingly difficult one. Optionsavailableto animal ownerson grester
acreageinmorerurd areasare not availableto the urban dweller. Andwhile
horse and other forms of farm animal waste do provide agood source of
fertilizer, theanimal’ soutput often exceedsthelandowner’ sneed. When that
happens, the waste becomes amanagement problem and apotential
environmentd threst.

Environmental Concerns. Improperly stored animal waste can enter
the watershed viaseepage and runoff. The sooner the wasteisremoved
fromthedite, thelesslikely that it will havethat opportunity. Herbivore
waste that entersthewater system, although not toxic, can contributeto
severd problemsinrivers, lakesand Puget Sound: nitrogen loading, de-
creased oxygen, algae bloom, contamination of shellfish beds, and damage
to fish habitat and food sources.

On Being a Good Neighbor: Horse ownership in an urban area
holdswith it aninherent responsibility to maintain your animasin such away
that they do not proveto be anuisanceto your neighbors. Animal waste that
accumulates can contributeto fly problemsandisaso unsightly.

Proper Storage: Any wastethat must be stored for aninterim period
prior toremoval or collection should be handled in aresponsible manner. If
itiskept at ground level rather than in containment bins, aconcretefloor and
retaining half wall should be constructed that accomplishestwo key objec-
tives: 1) prevents seepage, and 2) provides abackdrop and solid surfacefor
easy removal with atractor or shovel. To prevent runoff the containment
areashould be covered. Thiscan beaccomplished through the use of plastic
sheeting or by building acover or roof.
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Waste Disposal:

Whereto?

* Compost for your own use, while meeting composting regulations

* Giveaway or sdll to gardeners/ nurseries as compostable materias

* Trangport to nurseries, topsoil companies or composting centers
(consult phone book yellow pages, vast mgjority arereceptive)

* Locatedairy/ cattlefarmsfor “#2 shavings’ use

How?

Themost practical/ cost effective method for hauling waste materia s of f
your stewill vary depending on resources available to you and the amount
of materid your animasaregenerating. Optionsinclude:

* Dumptruck

* Dump trailer (pulled by truck)

* Waste hauler’ scontainer

* End user’ spick-up

RELATED TOPICS:

Composting

- King Conservation Digtrict website:
www.kinged.org

- Seattle Tilth’ s Compost Hotline at 206-633-0224
Manures & Gardening

- WSU Cooperative Extension
http://gardening.wsu.edu

Clopyralid in Compost

-WSU Cooperative Extension
http://css.wsu.edu/compost/

Composting/ Top Sail
Facilities

Pecific Topsoils, Inc.

14002 35th Ave. SE

Bothell, WA 98012

(425) 337-2700

(CAdll herefor cantainer service)

High GrassFarms (Dairy Farm)
19505 SW 384th

Auburn, WA 98042
(253)833-7707

* S00s Creek Organics, Inc.
27525 Covington Way SE
Covington, WA 98042

(253) 639-0055

(CAdll herefor cantainer service)

Lord Hill Farms
(Steve Davidson)
18016 177th Ave SE
Monroe, WA 98272
(425) 418-6847

* Bailey Composting
12771 Springhetti Rd
Snohomish, WA 98296
(360) 568-8826

* Land Recovery Inc.
17601 Merdian Ave
Frederickson, WA 98375
(275) 847-7555
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* These facilities are currently NOT
accepting manures because of concern
of herbicide (clopyralid) contamination
from hay and bedding.
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