
King Conservation District 
Board of Supervisors 

Candidate Background Information 
 

                                                                                                  
                                                                                                  Farmer – Enumclaw Plateau 
____Bob Vos___________________________  ___ Semi-retired Engineer, Boeing_     _    
Name       Occupation 
 
 
_18405 SE 394th St., Auburn, WA  98092___   _  ________________________________ 
Home Address      Business Address 
 
 
_360.825.6660_____________________  _____  ________________________________ 
Home Phone      Business Phone 
 
Complete as many as apply.  Do you: 
     ______ rent or lease property in 
     ___X__ operate a farm in 
     ___X _  own property in 
 
unincorporated King County or in the cities of Algona, Auburn, Beaux Arts Village, Bellevue, Black 
Diamond, Bothell, Burien, Carnation, Clyde Hill, Des Moines, Duvall, Federal Way, Hunts Point, 
Issaquah, Kent, Kirkland, Lake Forest Park, Mercer Island, Newcastle, Normandy Park, Redmond, 
Renton, SeaTac, Seattle, Shoreline, Woodinville, or Yarrow Point? (Circle which applies to you) 
 
How long? _25__ years 
 
• Are you a citizen of the United States? _X   _  _____ 
      Yes No 
 
• Are you a registered voter in Washington State? _X___  _____ 
       Yes No 
 
• Please respond briefly to the following questions (attach a separate sheet if necessary) 
 
1. Why are you interested in becoming a member of the King Conservation District Board of Supervisors? 

 
I am a conservationist who loves the land, and the family freedoms and growth potential of the rural 
lifestyle. But all residents of King County should be able to enjoy the benefits of conservation 
together. I want to work with both urban and rural residents to educate and bring people together, 
and encourage volunteer efforts as a much better alternative to excessive regulation.   
 
I’ve enjoyed being a KCD Supervisor for the past two years, and want to continue implementing the 
mission of the KCD for another term. I appreciate the endorsements from all the current 
Supervisors. 
 

2. What special talents or skills do you have to offer the Board of Supervisors?  
 
I’ve come to appreciate the expertise and commitment of the various KCD staff and board members. 
My following experiences may be useful to our work on the KCD Board. 



 
I was raised on a 120-acre multi-function Iowa farm. I’ve owned and operated a 20-acre Auburn farm 
for 25 years (beef cattle, hay and forest management). Special efforts I accomplished were two stream 
improvement projects, and the planting of over 4000 tree seedlings to renovate my forest land. 
 
My farm operations have taught me to deal with unique Northwest agricultural issues. I have also 
experienced and appreciated our Northwest opportunities in recreational hiking/climbing activities, 
and have climbed the six major peaks in Washington as a member of the Mountaineers Club. 
 
I have B.S. and M.S. degrees from Iowa State University and a Ph. D. from Rice University, in Civil 
Engineering. My studies included structures, soils, hydrology and surveying. 
 
I paid for college with student engineer jobs: structural design firm (bridges, power plants and 
water/waste treatment plants); consulting/city engineer for land/route surveys and local airport 
design/construction; and Los Angeles Department of Water and Power. I was awarded a National 
Science Foundation Fellowship for doctoral and postdoctoral studies. 
 
I’ve worked as a Civil Engineer for 38 years with the Boeing Company, with emphasis in structural 
analysis, design and testing. My hobbies include gardening, landscaping, woodworking, and raising 
Rhodesian Ridgeback dogs. Now that I am semi-retired (a part-time Boeing contractor), I would like 
to continue contributing some of my time and capabilities to conservation efforts in King County. 

 
3. Please list groups to which you currently belong (committees, public interest, professional, business or labor) and your role 

in those groups.  What groups have you belonged to in the past? (Experience in groups not required)     Attached #3 
 

I served as lead engineer on several projects/committees at Boeing for engineering research and 
development efforts. I was on several boards at my churches, including chair of the Adult Education 
committee. I’ve served for three years as a volunteer instructor for “Basic Life Skills” at the Kent 
Regional Justice Center, sponsored by Union Gospel Mission. I am a board member for CAPR 
(Citizens Alliance for Property Rights). I am on the King County Agricultural Commission, and hope 
that role can help to continue coordination between the Ag Commission and the KCD Board. 

 
4. What issues concerning conservation of natural resources in King County are important to you and why? 
 

I am particularly interested in tree plantings and stream improvements, for both conservation and 
economic benefit. Landowner goodwill and partnerships are essential to conservation survival and 
success, because most of our critical areas are either privately owned or adjacent to private property. 
By respecting property rights, we also encourage viable farming and forestry. I will also emphasize 
on-the-ground results near population centers, so that people can better enjoy them. To support 
these goals, we must improve our involvement with volunteers and nonprofit groups, both to 
leverage their resources and to widen public involvement in conservation. KCD must partner with 
King County and local jurisdictions, while fulfilling our legislative-mandated responsibilities for 
conservation budget planning and implementation. Finally, we must strive to remain efficient and 
cost-effective, avoiding bureaucratic pitfalls. Good service will be measured by responsible use of 
funding resources, timely project completions, and satisfied stakeholders.   


