King Conservation District

What Are Bareroot Plants?

Bareroot trees and shrubs are a type of nursery stock that is delivered without soil or a pot around the roots. These plants
are grown in nursery beds, lifted from the ground while dormant and shipped in bags. Bareroot trees and shrubs should
be planted before the buds open in spring.

When selecting plants for a project, choose plants grown from seed collected in western Washington and avoid plants
from the east side of the state or country. Plants grown from western Washington seed sources are better adapted to the

growing conditions in King County.

Keep plants cool and roots moist until planted. Moisten roots with water and store in a shaded location or refrigerator.

STEPS FOR SUCCESSFUL PLANTING OF BAREROOT TREES AND SHRUBS

+ Scalp a two foot circle in planting area, removing all sod and weeds.

- Dig a hole wide enough and deep enough for roots to spread out. Remember that
roots grow down and laterally.

«  Mound some soil in the center of the planting hole. Drape roots over the mound.
« Position the roots so they hang down over the mound and are not turned up or crowded.

« Plant trees and shrubs to the depth they were planted in the nursery. The junction
of the stem and root should be level with the ground.

+ Back fill the planting hole with loose soil and gently pack the surface after filling the hole.
Properly Planted

+ Build a berm around the planting hole to hold water.

«  Water the plant thoroughly after backfilling the planting hole to eliminate any remaining air pockets.

Common Planting
Errors to Avoid

Exposed Root Buried Stem Mounded Soil
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